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What are slots?

Some Android devices contain multiple "slots" for system data, this is

implemented by duplicating important partitions such as 7 system, vendor, boot and some
others. You can tell if a partition is "slotted" as its name willend in 7 _a or _b and
there will be a matching pair (you can see an example A/B partition map here). Most
7 Android devices released after 2024 make use of slots. From 2024, most devices switched
to using the new "super" partition, 7 where the partitions aren't created directly in the
GPT partition table, but are instead all inside of a large "super" 7 partition, making it
easier to manage adding new ones, resizing them etc. For more information, check
Android_dynamic_patrtitions.

Slots are used to 7 make it possible to roll-back an

unsuccessful upgrade, as the upgrade process will not touch your working system. It
also 7 makes it possible to install upgrades whilst using the device.

Technical

information

TODO: Figure out how this works on devices with a 7 super partition

Android

slots are implemented in 2 parts, the GPT partition attribute fields, and the UFS
bBootLunEn attribute.

Upgrade roll-back

Upgrade roll-back 7 is implemented using a

counter, it is initialised at 7 and decremented every time you boot the system unless
you 7 set the "boot successful” flag from userspace. When the counter reaches 0 the
bootloader will automatically mark the slot as 7 "unbootable" and switch to the other
slot. For a lot of hackers and postmarketOS users it's quite likely that the 7 other slot
is broken (ie because you installed postmarketOS to the userdata partition), so this
leads to an unbootable system, 7 requiring the use of fastboot to clear the flags and
boot your system again.

Fix an unbootable system

If you device randomly 7 got stuck in

fastboot after a reboot, that means the counter hit zero and the bootloader marked your
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slot as 7 unbootable.

You can fix this quite easily, first get the current slot:

$

fastboot getvar current-slot

If the current slot is a, 7 run the following to reset the

flags:

$ fastboot set_active bR$ fastboot set_active a

Invert the order of commands if

your current 7 slotis b .

This problem should no longer happen once gbootctl is

configured, for sdm845 or msm8998 devices make sure 7 the soc-qcom-sdm845-gbootctl
package is installed, and check that the gbootctl service is enabled with:

$ sudo

rc-update add gbootctl default

This will 7 automatically set the "boot successful” flag

on every postmarketOS boot.

GPT

Every partition header in GPT contains 8 bytes (64

bits) of 7 attribute flags, of those, the last 16 bits (bits 48-63) are left for vendor
specific use. Qualcomm's A/B implementation uses 7 these to store flags representing if a
slot is active, if it has booted successfully, and if it is unbootable, 7 as well as the

retry count. See more here.

UFS

The UFS specification supports up to two BOOT LUNSs,

these are special 7 "logical units" specifically for storing a bootloader, on Qualcomm
devices these are used for the xbl_a and xbl_b partitions. Switching 7 the active boot
LUN requires writing either 1 or 2 to the bBootLunEn attribute (a O disables boot LUNSs,
on 7 the OnePlus 6 at least this flag is ignored thankfully).

Downstream uses an old

ioctl interface called "sg" for setting this 7 attribute, whilst it was submitted to

mainline it was never accepted, instead we have a different interface called UFS BSG,
7 it must be enabled when compiling the kernel by adding "CONFIG_SCSI_UFS_BSG=y" to your
kernel configuration.

Qbootctl

Qbootctl is a CLI tool for 7 manipulating A/B slots on

Android devices. It is a port of the original Android bootctrl HAL developed by
Qualcomm, modified 7 to build on Linux and provide a friendly CLI interface. It also
includes a port of the gpt-utils code required 7 by the HAL, and an implementation of the
UFS BSG API.

It is currently packaged in Alpine testing.

Switching slots

It's possible

to 7 re-use the slot implementation to effectively dual boot your device, by using the
Android bootctl tool as root on the 7 Android side, and gbootctl on postmarketOS. Details
for how to do that on the OnePlus 6 can be found here.

To 7 switch slots using gbootctl,

see the following:

$ # get the current slotR$ gbootctl -cR$ # Assuming current slot is

"a"R$ 7 gbootctl -s bR$ # if your current slot is bR$ gbootctl -s a

Qbootctl is known to

work on at least 7 the following devices (please add yours if you test it!):
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Klopp, 54, in turn, will be relying on the support of his wife, Ulla Sandrock, the woman he credits
with guiding some of the biggest decisions in his career.

Indeed it was Ulla who helped convince Klopp to sign on for another two years at Anfield when his
contract ends in 2024. 'We sat at the kitchen table and Ulla said "l can't see us leaving in 2024";
the manager revealed when announcing his decision to stay.

German-born Ulla , 47, is a former social worker and novelist who met her future husband at
Munich's Oktoberfest in 2005, where she was working as a waitress.

Known as The First Lady of Bundesliga in her home country due to her charity work in both
Germany and Kenya, Ulla has embraced her adopted home of Merseyside and become a
favourite with locals.

The couple, who live in Steven Gerrard's former home in the affluent seaside suburb of Fromby,
frequent restaurants and pubs in a fuss-free fashion and during lockdown Ulla quietly handed out
£1,000 in £50 vouchers to staff at Waitrose to thank them for working during the pandemic.

baccarat extrait 200ml :best online casino in the world
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O Guardian é editorialmente independente. E queremos manter o nosso jornalismo aberto e
acessivel a todos, mas precisamos cada vez mais dos nossos leitores para financiarmos os
trabalhos que desenvolvemos
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